
South of Scotland Thistle Awards Roll of Honour 
2024 South of Scotland Thistle Awards 
Winners and finalists 
 

Best B&B or Guest House Experience 
SOSTA Winner 

Queensberry House B&B, Moffat 

SOSTA Finalist Inglestone House Guest House, Kelso  
Best Bar or Pub 
National Winner  

The Cross Keys Inn, Ettrickbridge 

SOSTA Finalist The Beagle Country Pub, Dalbeattie 
Best Eating Experience 
National Winner 

The Globe Inn, Dumfries 

SOSTA Finalists Gather, Laggan, Gatehouse of Fleet  
Knockinaam Lodge Hotel, Stranraer  

Best Hotel Experience  
SOSTA Winner 

The Ship Inn Hotel, Gatehouse of Fleet 

SOSTA Finalists The Cairndale Hotel & Spa, Dumfries  
Gretna Hall Hotel, Gretna Green 

Best Outdoor or Adventure Experience 
SOSTA Winner 

Mostly Ghostly, Thornhill 

SOSTA Finalists Beirhope Alpacas, Hownam near Kelso  
Glentress, by Peebles 

Best Self-Catering or Unique Stay 
SOSTA Winner 

The Outdoor Hotel, Dumfries 

SOSTA Finalists Five Turrets, Selkirk  
Grobdale of Girthon, Laurieston 

Best Visitor Attraction 
SOSTA Winner 

Gretna Green Famous Blacksmiths 
Shop, Gretna Green 

SOSTA Finalists Robert Smail’s Printing Works, 
Innerleithen 
The Whithorn Trust, Whithorn 

Celebrating Thriving Communities 
SOSTA Winner 

All Roads Lead to Whithorn, Whithorn 

SOSTA Finalist Trimontium Museum, Melrose 
Inclusive Tourism Award 
National Winner 

Trimontium Museum, Melrose 

Outstanding Cultural Event  
or Festival 
National Winner 

Wigtown Book Festival, Wigtown 

SOSTA Finalists Alchemy Film and Arts, Hawick 
Borders Book Festival, Melrose  
Upland Arts Development CIC (Spring 
Fling), Dumfries 

Rising Star Award 
SOSTA Winner 

Thania Meneses Flores, Trimontium 
Museum 

SOSTA Finalists Kylah Anderson - Barend Holiday 
Lodges, Dalbeattie 
Lizzie Koronka - New Town Hall Bunk 
House, Whithorn 

Tourism Individual of the Year 
SOSTA Winner 

Kirsty Archer-Thompson, The 
Abbotsford Trust 

 



2023 South of Scotland Thistle Awards 
Winners and finalists 
 

Best B&B or Guest House Experience 
National Winner 

Nithbank Country Estate, Thornhill 

SOSTA Finalist Queensberry House B&B, Moffat  
The Ghillie B&B, Melrose 

Best Bar or Pub 
National Winner  

The Cross Keys Inn, Ettrickbridge 

Best Eating Experience 
SOSTA Winner 

Allanton Inn, Allanton 

SOSTA Finalists Gather, Laggan, Gatehouse of Fleet  
Out-there Artisan, Jedburgh  

Best Hotel Experience  
SOSTA Winner 

Cringletie, Peebles 

SOSTA Finalists The Cairndale Hotel & Spa, Dumfries  
The Selkirk Arms Hotel, Kirkcudbright 

Best Outdoor or Adventure Experience 
SOSTA Winner 

Kitchen Coos & Ewes, Newton Stewart 

SOSTA Finalists Beirhope Alpacas, Hownam near Kelso  
Ridelines, Innerleithen 

Best Self-Catering or Unique Stay 
National Winner 

Arden Holiday Cottage, Dumfries 

SOSTA Finalists Loch Ken Eco Bothies, Castle Douglas 
Tiny Home Borders, Hawick 

Best Visitor Attraction 
SOSTA Winner 

Trimontium Museum, Melrose 

SOSTA Finalists The Devil’s Porridge Museum, Eastriggs 
Dalscone Farm Park, Dumfries 

Celebrating Thriving Communities 
SOSTA Winner 

The Devil’s Porridge Museum, Eastriggs 
 

SOSTA Finalist Go Wild Scotland CIG, Selkirk 
KPT Development Trust, Thornhill 

Innovation in Tourism 
SOSTA Winner 

Dalscone Farm Park, Dumfries  

SOSTA Finalist Trimontium Museum, Melrose 
Climate Action Award 
SOSTA Winner 

Nithbank Country Estate, Thornhill 

Outstanding Cultural Event or Festival 
SOSTA Winner 

Borders Book Festival, Melrose 

SOSTA Finalists Newton Stewart and Minnigaff  
      Traditional Music and Dance Festival  
Spring Fling Open Studios, Dumfries  
Stranraer Oyster Festival, Stranraer 

Tourism Individual of the Year 
National Winner 

Melanie Allen, Nithbank Country Estate 

SOSTA Finalists Richard Brodie, Eastriggs 

Tourism & Hospitality Employer of the Year 
SOSTA Winner 

Barend Holiday Lodges & The Beagle 
Country Pub, Dalbeattie  

Best Luxury Experience 
National Winner 

Airhouses, Lauder 

The Silver Thistle Award 
National Winner 

Wilma & David Finlay, The Ethical Dairy 

 


